We don’t have anything comparable to a seder or a succah or a shofar etc. on Shavuos.  After all we got the Ten Commandments and the Torah on this holiday. It should be filled with symbolism. It is also interesting to note that the number 2 predominates in Shavuos. The Ten Commandments were given on 2 tablets, when the Temple stood two loaves of bread were waved on the altar. The prayer Akdomus is  double acrostic etc.  The whole essence of Shavuos is relationships. Relationships have more to do with inner things than with outer things. Shavuos teaches us how to cement relationships. We do this by listening to each other. When we pray G-d listens to us and when we study Torah we listen to G-d except when we received the Ten Commandments. Then G-d spoke to all the people directly. It’s interesting to note that after the people heard the Ten Commandment they said to Moshe “you speak to us and we will listen but G-d should not speak to us lest we die.”  Moshe told the people “don’t be afraid in order to ‘nasos’ you G-d Came.  Rashi says ‘nasos’ means to elevate you. G-d by speaking to you made you great so that no matter what the vicissitudes of life will be, you will be able to overcome and not only overcome but you will make great contributions to all the peoples of the world. Look how this has come true. Our people have made so may great contributions to the world despite our being horribly persecuted. Therefore since Mt. Sinai our slogan has always been “ Never give up hope.”  Even during the Holocaust as a people we never gave up hope.  We Jews have had it impressed on our souls at Mt Sinai that we can overcome as a people no matter what.   That’s also why Yom Yerushalyim is so important to us. For three hundred year as after the death of Bar Cochva no Jew was allowed in Jerusalem. There are no more Romans but we’re there. Happy Yom Yerusalayim, and Happy Shavuos. Never give up hope even in your personal life.
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